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Wl“. BrUdeT_New RIVEF Arlzona WillErudertra(nedasasculplorbafore‘

turning lo architecture, and this has given him an independence from conventional architectural formal thinking. Sculptors ) | ;
are not generally bounded by the programmalic and structural imperatives thal circumscribe the making of architecture: | .

their work does not need to be inhabited and they can produce forms that seem to defy gravity. Bruder brings form-making R gl ' S l‘q,’”"

ideas approaching sculpture to his thinking aboul architecture. The Phoenix Central Library is his larges! building to date, . = '__-.__
Itis @ 'knowledge warehouse’ located just beyond downtown Phoenix. in that urban wasteland of car parks, diners and the Q 1y
ubiquitous air-conditioned office blocks typical of American cities. ' ! o |

For Bruder there are peetic and sculptural ideas that underpin this building. One is the notion of light and enlightenment.

Another. in contrast to the world of ideas. is the world of the senses. He brings the two together: mind and senses. Il is a

tactile building. Everywhere you come in contact with sensory contrasts, smooth or rough. cold or warm, water in the dry

heat of the desert. and the building is alive with colour - copper. stainless steel, translucent glass. timber. Another set of

ideas is that such a big building. wherever you look, should seem unfettered by gravily. First there is a spiky, impossibly

canlilevered canopy at the entry. Inside. the columns of the double-height volume of the large reading room inexplicably -

do not hold up the roof but end just short of it. with a hole (a skylight) above each column to emphasize this rupture in

teclonic expeclations. The Irick to il all is that there is a powerful tensegrity structure that holds up the roof, and the . ;
columns are integral to this mysterious structural system. Bruder is the only architect in the United States who has ! | 2 4
managed fo fuse Buckminster Fuller with Frank Lloyd Wright. following a genuine American engineering tradition that has b= | § : ' E S
no provenance in high-tech. . 1 - ot of ! ;3
In the Scoltsdale house. Bruder eschews the idea of the wall rooted in the ground and instead sees it with a sculptural eye. - Y ‘ | L . s 2
The walls are abstract planes rendered in the poetic of the canyon. They are blades of stone thal have been shafted into the

ground seemingly from a greal height and al great speed: the 3-degree pitch of the wall and the concrete coursing vibrate

with this mighty impact. Bruder's roof is separated from the wall to amplify the drama. and i, too, is a plane that has floated

in. gently: it hovers, nol quile contacting the wall. This is an architectural formalism that defies gravity, and chiaroscuro
effects of sunlight and shade are used to underscore the basic teclonic tension. Haig Beck and Jackie Cooper

concept models were made
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