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“Our architecture is without preconceptions. We
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seek to create poetic solutions that are
sculpturally and technically rigorous. Function,
budget, constructability, sustainability and
context are formative driving considerations of
our work. It celebrates movement and space,
craft and making, materials and details, tectonics
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v Central library,
Phoenix, Arizona, 1988—
1995, outline

»  Central library,
| Phoenix, Arizona, 1988—
1995

»  Theuer building,
Phoenix, Arizona, 1991

»  Hill-Shepard building,
Phoenix, Arizona, 1993

» Byrne building, North
Scottsdale, Arizona, 1994—
1998

W Museum for

Contemporary Art,
Scottsdale, Arizona, 1999
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and technology.”

Will Bruder (born in 1946) was born in Wisconsin,
in the United States, and graduated at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee with a Bachelor
of Arts in sculpture, but his architectural
knowledge was self-taught. He trained with
» Paclo Soleri and » Gunnar Birkerts, gained his
qualification as an architect in 1974, and opened
his own office in Arizona. In 1987 he studied for
six months at the American Academy in Rome. He
lectured at Yale, Taliesin West and at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. One of his
best-known buildings is the central library in
Phoenix, Arizona (1988-1995) with a refined
system for protection against the setting sun,

which stretches along the glass facade at the front
of the building. At the sides of the main hall there
are two other sections of the building for the
service areas of the library. Their walls are covered
in orange lamellas. Bruder also designed the
Theuer Building (1991) and the Hill-Shepard
Building (1993), both in Phaenix, and the Kol Ami
Synagogue in Scottsdale, Arizona (1992-1994).
He furnished this plain building, designed on a
limited budget and made of prefabricated,
sandblasted, concrete stones, with a number of
refinements. The east wall bends slightly inwards
and a jagged ceiling set underneath the flat roof
throws changing shadows onto the unrendered
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walls. Bruder also won the contract for a new
building for the organizer of white water rafting, a
company called “Mad River Boat Trips" in Jackson,
Wyoming (1995-1997). The roof of this wood
frame construction rises steeply to a height of 10.5
metres. The topmost facade of the building is
made exclusively of glass, while the sidewalls are
only interrupted by small windows set out in
irregular ~ formation.  The  Museum  for
Contemporary Art was completed in 1999 in
Scottsdale, Arizona. In 2003 came the Nevada
Museum of Art in Reno, which, just like the library
in Phoenix, is inspired by the idea to transport a
mountain into the flat surroundings of the town.






