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Flowing along the topographic contours of the
arid rock strewn landscape above Reno,
Nevada, the Feigin Residence is an essay of
fluid form and movement, celebrating the nu-
ances of perception stretched and measured
along a single contour of its hillside site. Along
the soft line of the house, plan and sectional
geometry mediate functional needs with
episodic courtyards and gardens inspired by
ideas and landscapes, both imported and local.

Approached from below along an S-shaped
English Drive, the house appears once in the
distant landscape and then disappears again. At
the top of the drive, a canyon cleaves the land-
scape between the weathered steel plate retain-
ing wall of the site and the silky anodized alu-
minum plate ‘squiggle’ of the house. Bearing
semblance to entering Richard Serra’s “Snake”
sculpture, both horizon and vista recede from
your awareness, bringing the intensely dramatic
and dynamic sky into focus.

The house is entered through a glowing con-
striction between the canyon walls, opening to a
220 degree glazed view of the east mountain
horizon beyond. With Reno and the airport’s
landing pattern running parallel below, a Kinetic
juxtaposition of the natural and manmade is re-
vealed through the scrim-like layers of the
house: shear fabric curtains, frit and vision
glass, and perforated steel rails. Within this liv-
ing pavilion, living, dining, and library func-
tions are unified under the gentle curve of the
warped shed roof. The single volume is an-
chored by the open kitchen, a ‘slippery egg’
form placed askew to the radial geometry which
orders the plan.

A single-loaded passage sweeping south
along the house’s up-slope boundary links the
master bedroom to the living pavilion, separated
by the bamboo garden which affords it privacy.
The personal and modest scale of the bedroom
is expanded by a sunken water court carved into
the landscape and lined in weathered steel plate.
Floating over the steel edge of the water court is
the view to the mountains of the Carson Range
surrounding Lake Tahoe.

North of the dining room and beyond the
moss garden, the curving passage leads past a
media room and twin home offices for the
owner to the guest sitting area with views to the
landscape over the black rock edged fire circle.
Guest suites, and laundry, dog kennel, and
garage lie beyond.

Exterior spaces are conceived as an extension
of the interior. Courtyard gardens, like pearls on
a string, meter the serpentine passage with light
and air. The dramatic, down-slope, floating
lawn tray projects from the living pavilion as it
reaches for the horizon. The secret garden, ac-
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cessed by a hidden stair provides a 360 degree
view of the surrounding landscape.

The house’s materiality grounds it in the
landscape as a mysterious dark shadow by day
and as a luminous glowing aperture into the
earth at night. Weathered steel plate walls de-
fine the entire form and weathered dark patina
copper standing seam roof skins the sculptural
roof of the living pavilion. Anodized aluminum
plate cladding reveals the refinement to the inte-
rior. Polished white plaster walls line the court-
yard garden alcoves within the shell of the
weathered steel.

Inside polished concrete floors, white Venet-
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ian plastered and black plate steel walls comple-
ment planes of clear, frit, and translucent glass.
The simple elegance of the house is reinforced
by minimally detailed colored resin doors and
cabinets of silvery aniline died primavera ve-
neer and stainless steel. Architect selected fur-
nishings, fabrics, and art complete a seamless
experience.

As a quiet canvas for the carefully choreo-
graphed dance of movement and light, the
sculptural form gives rhythm to the owner’s
life—a statement of quality and quiet away
from the chaos of the world below.
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North view
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Terrace
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Evening view



E'n.fram:-?. :H.‘ door EB B

Iﬂ
bwﬂﬂh
mh Juﬂw

Entrance hall: cloak %M : 2

Gallery F+3)—
20

o emtrance hall LWMORE View toward living room from entrance hall %M X DRz %

21




Living room 5
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Living room: view toward kitchen/dining room
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Master bedroom ¥

Evening view of master bedroom
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Architects: will bruder + Partners—

Will Bruder, principal-in-charge;

Richard Jensen, John Puhr, Marjorie Whitton,
Chris Balzano, Nathan St. John, Rob Gaspard,
Ben Nesbeitt, Dominique Price, Eric Weber,
Greg Packham, project team

Client: Stuart Feigin

Consultants: Rudow + Berry, inc., structural;
Dewhurst Macfarlane and Partners, structural
glass; Aspen Engineering, mechanical; Roger
Smith Lighting Design, lighting; Harlan Fricke,
civil engineer; Nortech, geotechnical;

General contractor: P&D Construction
Structural system: wood and steel frame
Major materials: cor-ten steel, concrete, vision
and frit glass, plaster

Site area: 6.46 acres

Total floor area: 6,700 sq.ft.
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Nearly disappearing into its high desert site, the
house is both humble in materials, yet strong in
its geometric form. The two main concrete
block volumes nestle into the land at their base
and reach into the sky with sloped rooflines,
echoing the mountains of the Carson Range
backdrop.

The honed ‘purple haze’ concrete block exte-
rior complements the spare desert landscape and
the simple composition of the two volumes qui-
etly empowers it. Joining the two concrete
block volumes, the galvanized clad entry lines
the length of the service volume and serves as a
gallery for the owners and their guests to enjoy
their engaging collection of photography. With
its downward sloping floor and reaching ceiling,
this dynamic space guides you through its elon-
gated perspective into the open living volume.

The living space, with living, dining, and
kitchen, is anchored by an elliptical form, defin-
ing an intimate media and lounging area. The
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block volumes are lined with white plaster walls
and ceilings to clearly delineate the interior
from its tough exterior. The floors of hard-trow-
eled concrete mediate between the interior and
exterior.

Throughout the house, carefully located win-
dows frame specific views of the surrounding
mountains, the immediate natural desert land-
scape, the lights of downtown Reno, and the
flight path of the Reno/Tahoe airport. The mas-
ter suite, with its long low window, captures the
delicately twisting raw steel sculpture sitting at
the edge of a dramatic change in slope. Offering
glimpses in and out, the translucent glowing
bedroom suite for the owner’s only daughter
floats offset to the main block volume.

With the subtlety of materials, colors, and
textures arranged into dynamic forms, the pro-
ject creates a quiet retreat for the owners as well
as offering itself as a work of sculpture set in its
natural desert landscape.

— 800 sq.ft., garage
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Architects: will bruder + Partners—

Will Bruder, principal-in-charge;

Dominique Price, Rob Gaspard, Tom Cheney,
project team

Clients: Nancy, Peter and Kate Pool
Consultants: Rudow + Berry, Inc., structural;
Associated Engineering Inc., electrical;

Stantec Consulting, Inc., civil engineer

General contractor: Michael Doherty Construction
Structural system: masonry construction, wood
trusses, wood Tlls

Major materials: sandblasted “purple haze’ ma-
sonry, random width standing seam galvanized
metal, translucent white resin, exterior; ground
concrete floors, cold-rolled black steel, painted
gypsum board, custom fiberglass and perforated
aluminum doors, striated cork flooring, interior
Site area: 6.5 acres

Total floor area: 4,000 sq.ft., house;
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View from terrace 7 7 A& Ok
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Terrace
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Gallery Fx3)— AV

Living room: view toward dining room  FH]  fithime 5
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View from liv
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Terrace on left: staircase to bedroom on second floor
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Dining room 3
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