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BRUDER
DWL ARCHITECTS

PHOENIX CENTRAL LIBRARY

Design. 1990-92
Construction: 1993-935

Photos: Y. Takase

View from southeast W L 0 K5

View from northeast Jt# L hH R 2%

Central Phoenix, Arizona, U.S.A.
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The new Phoenix Central Library designed by

bruder DWL architects is 280,000 sq.ft. of flexi-
ble space to function as the city’s central library
until 2040 and beyond. The design solution is
confidence in the future with illusions not imita-
tions of the historic past. More specifically, Ari-
zona's unique natural beauty provides the poetic
metaphor for the library’s image. The library in
its form rises above Central Avenue as if it is a
majestic mesa transplanted from the fantastic
landscape of Arizona's Monument Valley. Func-
tionally, it represents a program of logical library
planning and an architectural commitment to the
concept that a great library must possess; a futur-
istic vision which embraces the reality of change!
A simple orthogonal grid made up of square 32'-
8" bays (based on library stack modules) creates
the matrix of this large storage “box” for books
and information.

The building’s functions are housed on five
levels in a simple rectangular configuration. Sad-
dlebags of service embrace the east and west
walls of the building. These incorporates all fixed
services including stairs, service elevators, me-
chanical, electrical, plumbing and lateral struc-
tural systems, thus freeing up the floor plan for
complete library related use. Internally, the li-
brary’s public spaces are simply organized around
a futuristic “crystal canyon” of glass and sunlight.
At the heart of this light well is a black reflecting
pool from which three glazed elevators and a
sculptural grand staircase rise. Crowning the
atrium are nine computer driven, tracking sky-
lights set in a stainless steel rotunda which ani-
mates the space from dawn to dusk.

At the top of the library is a great public read-
ing room, in the spirit of the past, which houses
the entire non-fiction collection. This room is an
architectural celebration of natural daylight care-
fully orchestrated with the room’s unique tenseg-
rity roof structure.

The roof structure, which is exposed to the fifth
floor reading room is a unique steel structure re-
flecting the building’s primary structural grid.
The exterior material palette is concrete, copper,
stainless steel and glass. The east and west eleva-
tions are dominated by the heavy corrugated and
flat paneled copper skins of the “saddlebags”
which will patina to the color of an old penny
with touches of purple and gold evoking images
of the state’s geological mesas and the agricul-
tural heritage that is at the root of historic
Phoenix. The entries are accented by stainless
steel plates that will reflect the changing colors of
the sky. The south elevation is 100% glass with
automated solar tracking devices that minimize
heat gain and glare. A system of “shade sails™ at
the north elevation eliminates the harsh glare of
the summer sun while optimizing views. The
building’s very transparent glass ends showcase
the books and the library users inside, leaving no
doubt about this building’s special mission in the
community.

The originality of the new Central Library is a
celebration of an urban place in a beautiful desert
setting. It is a celebration of confidence in our
time in history and an optimistic vision of our fu-
ture. It is a building that displays the West’s nat-
ural beauty along with a world perspective of ar-
chitectural history. This building is a “civic
touchstone™ built for $100.00 per square foot. It is
composed of honest materials, carefully inte-
grated architectonic elements, and the technology
of our time which has given form to a new, user
friendly, library paradigm for the future.
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Third floor plan
1 ENTRANCE

2 LOBBY

3 CHECK-IN

4 CIRCULATION

5 FICTION

6 CHILDREN'S LIBRARY
7 BIOGRAPHY
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17 ATRIUM

18 MICROFICHE

19 COMPUTERS

20 ADMINISTRATION

21 BOARD ROOM

22 TECHNICAL SERVICES

23 MAIL ROOM

24 LIBRARIAN'S OFFICE
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CLOSED STACKS

30 LECTURE
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Architects: bruder DWL architects—Will Bruder ‘
N , - . ‘ | with Wendell Burnette, principals-in-charge; Car- ) g i
T I i S/ 10 e S | 2 | i . leton Van Deman, project manager; Bob Adams, vesi - | - -
o 0 e 909 =] et . 2 | i T i | ! Marc Amold, Lito Aquino, Maryann Bloomfield, al ' - . lm""ﬁ;f =
T3 dpum .~ T TS ﬁ i Tt I T | ‘ Will Bruder, Wendell Burnette, John Chopas, - ) ‘
(UL £ Wl . h——s : e 1 Lauren Clark, Mark Dee, Beau Dromiack, Dan ‘ " S p—— “I
: : | Filuk, Michael Haake, Frank Henry, Toni Ann |
Hindley, Sharon Kraus, Rick Joy, James Lindlan |
Dean Olsen, Peter Pascu, Vicky Ramella, Car- (
leton Van Deman, Jeff Wagner, project team ‘
Consultants: Ove Arup & Partners California,
acoustics, building systems and structure; Baltes/ : / e
Valentino Associates, Ltd., building systems; [
Dillon Consulting Engineers, Inc., code; Mason - \ = = e > s
Associates, Professional Library Consultants, p.a., I f 1 ’ ! iy B =0/
library; Lighting Dynamics, lighting design; Tait - u "tf?"‘ s
Solar Company, day light; FTL/Happold, struc- L
tural fabric design; Construction Consultants ’ I’m
Southwest, cost; Rowley & Associates, graphic; L./j Y |
Hook Engineering, Inc., civil: Martino & Tatas-
ciore, landscape; GMX Group, Inc., development ==
manager
General contractor: Sundt Corp -
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Fifth floor: looking south 5. &R %
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Fifth floor: looking north 5% :
Fifth floor 5l




LINEA® e
ToR

(/-8— = =cale o'

Y

2464 GALY X 24"
FLAT S22 ROOF MNELS

Skylight Ah 471 b

S, s e =
T WELD SN il
AT JOATS

N
|

39« 2064 wRUCT
sos@l'Ate.c

BATT S, ————

2% sy e
BUOS @ |4t m e

—CLIF L RES AT DD

e
ot

[ -
W s 00 v o

e 411 ' Durant vy boer,
ety oy

s |44ttt mo—

Loy
]\l

I A Vo ) b e

26 o wpsnnt 1 it

e M g s
1T et o e o

L

3 ts Sistributien study
| wattiwent dtrbution
3 g piwia s g ot n

s e Central Library
e OWLashitects
1] 14 Aagust 1981

Elevator L vfx—%—

Details Structural detail




