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Located in Kentfield, Marin County, California,
the site is a forested hillside with dramatic
views eastward to the bay and south toward
Mount Tamalpais. Two parcels are combined,
but divided by a driveway leading to a neigh-
boring house. An existing 1950’s modern resi-
dence on the level western parcel was removed,
as it neither fulfilled the needs of the owner nor
realized the opportunities of surrounding vistas.
The steep eastern parcel is the chosen site of the
new residence for this young family, embracing
natural contours and maximizing light, view,
and connections of interior spaces and outdoor
terrain. This decision is rooted in the owner’s
living patterns and family priorities; the western
parcel affords a children’s play yard and garden,
with a recording studio outbuilding. An open-air
stair descends from yard level, linking garden
and residence through a gallery/tunnel under the
driveway.

The crescent plan of the house derives its
form from topography and landscape, embedded
in the hillside and similar to the gentle curvature
of the Northern California hills. Structures are
placed for maximum preservation of native veg-
etation, including specimen Coast Live Oak and
Madrone trees. Several landmark trees become
focal points at entry or in foreground views. The
simple volumes, clad in pre-weathered pewter-
grey zink, are intended to recede into the texture
of the landscape. Vertical ‘standing seam’ fins
in the cladding create a randomly-spaced
shadow pattern like shadows of Pines and Red-
woods on the site. Small panels of venetian
plaster punctuate rooms with colors of land,
sun, and sky, recalling Eames or Nelson design,
or the paintings of Richard Diebenkorn. Glass is
‘solex green’, for visual harmony with land-
scape; operable windows are mahogany for their
warmth, and linkage to architectural traditions
of the place, including Maybeck, Moore, Esher-
ick, Eichler, and Kahn. In lieu of overhangs,
shade is provided by translucent fiberglass
awnings—gossamer thin blue filters for the Bay
Area sun—Iuminous for overcast January days.

The house choreographs light and shadow,
exterior and interior, private and public. Arrival
begins as the driveway widens into a forecourt
of ripple-textured concrete. Distant views are
removed by the upward slope of the land and
the stepped arc of the residence. Garage doors
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blend with walls, with a rhythm of translucent
slots leading to the entryway, where the warm
glow of a resin lantern-wall beckons to the wel-
come of a madrone wood door. The entry opens
a frame to the bay view, with naturally convect-
ing air and arboreal aroma. Children’s bed-
rooms are to the south, with views to the bay
and Mount Tam; to the north is a modest guest
suite with bay views past a redwood stand
downslope. Always the movement of air—past
window seats, through doors, across rooms—
will carry a sensual freshness through the house.
A future perforated aluminum lift will descend a
skylit shaft of saturated color; A radiused
switchback stair takes one down to the main
level, location of major living spaces. To the
north a passage connects to the master suite and
to a natural bench of land in the forest. To the
south, the great room unveils an expansive
panorama sweeping from bay to mountain
views. This level is climatically stabilized by
thermal mass, falling below grade at the rear,
where skylight shafts form niches in the kitchen
and children’s play alcove. Floors are slate and
mahogany, with casework of madrone and birch
giving a radiant atmosphere. Ceilings and walls
are blanched venetian plaster with fine reflec-
tive texture. A suspended elliptical fireplace of
perforated metal hovers in fluid space. Out-
wardly the room expands seamlessly through
glass and sliding partitions to a cantilevered
wood deck and lawn terrace; boundaries dis-
solve into the trees through airy perforated
metal railings. A curved gallery flows into a
graphic design studio with a zero-edge aperture
and wraparound art environment. From the
great room corner the gallery tunnel leads to-
ward the geometric center of the plan, connect-
ing to the outdoor garden stair.

The music studio across the garden is inset
several feet in the earth, placing window sills at
grade. Long views are south and west, with near
views of play space and a large oak. The studio
and control room are shaped by acoustic consid-
erations, their volumes sized and tuned for qual-
ity of sound, built of cast-in-place concrete to
minimize transmission through the envelope.
The interiors have reverberant concrete floor,
with faceted wall linings of wood, plaster, and
fabric to absorb, diffuse, and reflect sound. In
concept these lightweight foldings are origami

fans within stone boxes, giving form to the ex-
periences of making and hearing music.

This is an architecture formed of its site, an
abstraction blended with the tone and topogra-
phy of its natural context, deferring to the sub-
lime wooded garden site. It is conceived as an
enfolding nest to embrace the family and their
habitation of house and landscape, adapting
through stages of living. It will foster a lifestyle
colored by the inherent beauty and wonder of
the place. Constantly shifting with patterns of
light, weather and season, it will be a place of
continual engagement of creativity and the
senses—a composition of precise proportion
and scale, texture and refinement.
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Architects: Will Bruder Architects—

William Bruder, principal-in-charge;

Ben Nesbeitt, design and project manager;
Eric Weber, Dominique Price, John Puhr,

Jeff Densic, Rob Gaspard, Michael Crooks,
Tom Cheney, Joe Herzog, Richard Jensen,
Katie Jones, Dwayne Smyth, Troy Strange,
Greg Packham, project team

Consultants: rudow + berry, inc.—

Mark Rudow, structural; Otterbein Engineering—
Roy Otterbein, mechanical; Associated Engi-
neering Inc.—Chris Moe, electrical; Michael
Blackmer, Acoustician—Michael Blackmer,
recording studio and acoustics; Horton Lees
Brogden Lighting Design—Teal Brogden,
Tina Aghassian, lighting; Salem Howes Associ-
ates—Vince Howes, geotechnical; Lawrence
Halprin—Lawrence Halprin, Gary Roth, land-
scape; I. L. Schwartz Associates—

Irving Schwartz, Arthur Smith, civil

General contractor: Van Acker Construction
Associates—Gary Van Acker; Glen Sherman,
superintendent; Mike Cook, Alicia Chazen
Structural system: steel frame; concrete pier
foundation with tie-backs

Major materials: pre-weathered zinc, board-
form concrete, fiberglass awnings, venetian
plaster, mahogany, exterior; norwegian slate,
mahogany, venetian plaster, madrone and birch
casework, interior

Site area: 1.5 acres

Built area: 4,600 sq.ft., residence; 800 sq.ft.,
garage; 1,100 sq.ft., studio
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Site section: outbuilding (left) and main house (right) = Tavendsid
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Living room: looking east [l




Living room: fireplace on southeast corner RERA : EA
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