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RAFTING CENTRE, JACKSON, WYOMING, USA

ARCHITECT
WILLIAM P. BRUDER

Drawing its inspiration from the vernacular ranch and services structures of Wyoming, Will Bruder’s monolithic,
rusting wedge houses facilities for a young company engaged in whitewater rafting trips.
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Wyoming’s Snake River provides
many sorts of diversions for
outdoor types, including the
thrillingly perilous activity of
whitewater rafting. The fittingly
named Mad River Boat Trips run
rafting tours of the river and Will
Bruder has designed a building to
house the company and its
associated activities. A brooding
wedge-like form clad in rusted
steel, the new building recalls the
vernacular ranch and services
structures of the Wyoming
landscape and creates a totemic
landmark in a nondescript
commercial highway strip.
Arranged within the volume of
the giant wedge are a warehouse
for clothing and equipment
storage, retail space, a small
museum documenting the
history of the river and a
bunkhouse for the guides who
supervise the expeditions. A low
concrete and duckboard stoop
marks the main public entrance,
which is incised into the long
north side of the building. The
reception hall is dominated by a
translucent blue fibreglass
counter that curves through the
space like a pulsating wave.
Tucked into the low west end of
the wedge are the equipment
warehouse and adjoining
changing facilities. The cellular
staff bunkhouse occupies the
first floor level above the
changing area. The tall east end
of the building is fully glazed,
exposing the shop’s wares and
the museum’s collection of
coracles, rafts and canoes which
are slung from the ceiling.
Occupying the prow of the
wedge, the owner’s living

quarters, office and library are
contained in a loft space
suspended above the shop and
museum.

The building appropriates
basic timber-frame technology
and utilitarian materials to bold
effect. The upper floor is
suspended from glulam roof
beams, avoiding internal
structural columns and so
increasing the flexibility of the
ground floor layout. Crisply
detailed timber and steel trusses
support the tall glass wall on the
east elevation. Walls and roof
are wrapped in a taut skin of
corrugated steel sheeting coated
in a patina of rust, giving the
building the monolithic,
industrial quality of a Richard
Serra sculpture. Windows are
punched apparently at random
into the great rusting flanks of
the wedge. Visceral shots of
colour —yellow fibreglass
cubicles, a yellow wall in the
entrance hall, purple and red
wetsuits — also animate the stark
composition. Bruder’s rugged
Wild West regionalism is
underscored by a pragmatic
concern for users and context.
As in previous small projects
(for instance the Teton County
Library, AR June 1998), this
latest building combines a po:
elemental simplicity with
tectonic inventiveness.

EFFIE C. MACDONALD

Architect

William P. Bruder, New River, USA
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The rusty wedge appears to grow out
of the landscape.
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North elevation, with entrance stoop
and randomly punched windows.
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The tall glazed east end shows off the
river museum’s wares.
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The rusting carapace recalls
Wyoming’s vernacular ranch and
service structures.
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A warehouse for clothes and
equipment storage is tucked into the
low west end of the wedge.
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The owner’s living loft occupies the
prow of the wedge.

7

Museum and shop, with the museum’s
collection of rafts and canoes slung
from the ceiling.
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