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Architecture and Urbanism wMWM An Architecture of Landscape and Byrne Residence / Townsend Residence
02:07 Light in the Arizona Desert

% b3
= o
> —
T !
= &
™ =]
[ e
=2
55
=) ik
i
o T
umP N n
rerm L X
i
ﬂu = =
p— O By ES
—C B
ommi Z.= 2NN
EEE I
= DILR




The sculptural design conceplt of this residence is one of
crealing a metaphorical series of abstract canyon walls of
concrete masonry. emerging like geological gestures from the
natural desert site. As such, the home’s architectural concrete
masonry and metal-clad frame wall elements embrace the main
entry, living, and circulation/gallery spaces. Further, these walls
give focus Lo the angular geomelry of the building’s plan as it
grows from the asymmetrical, tapering alignments of the
canyon walls. These elements in turn visually extend the design
out into the undisturbed natural desert sile, crealing integrated
outdoor living spaces and courtyards.

The house is embedded into the natural slope at the northeast
corner of the site, allowing the building’s basic functional needs
to happen on two levels. In this strategy, the lower level is
buried into the grade with a primarily southwestern view
exposure. The angular orientation of the structure, running
parallel to the natural site contours, enhances relationships to
the land while optimizing distant view opportunities for all
major level living spaces. The lilted and leaning orientation of
the masonry canyon walls serves o dramalically frame distant
desert vistas as one moves through the structure.

Only simple conerete block walls, trealed as dynamic sculptural
elements, could capture the potential of this architectural
concept. Laid at a three-degree slope from the horizontal
concrete foundations and leaning at varving angles [rom
vertical. the beautifully crafted masonry walls are ever-changing
in the desert sun. With daily and seasonal variations of light
and shadow playving over subtle coursing offsets of buff-colored
masonry, and shifting along angular alignments of plan
geomelry, the architecture possesses a mysterious quietness and
power in the landscape. To maximize these effects, the main
roof is boldly separated from its supporting masonry wall,
carried by sculptural steel brackets; this conlinuous 4.7 glice of
sun energizes the interior below. With leaning elements
balanced by vertical walls of masonry, metal, and glass, the
compogition has both illusion and anchoring.

To complement and conlrast with the dominant concrete
masonry wall of the scheme, wall and fascia elements are clad
in blue/blackened copper and acid-elched galvanized metal.
These materials, with their purple/bronze and pewter hues,
blend well with the natural landscape and the earthen-hue
masonry. Glazing of clear and “solex” green non-reflective glass
completes the palelle, sel in custom configurations with
minimal details.

In its scale, sculptural form and malerial simplicity, the Byrne
Residence is an organic archileclure thal blends with and
enhances its unique desert setting. The house exists as a poem
of special invention.

Credits and Data

Project title: Byrne Residence

Location: North Scoltsdale, Arizona, USA

Architect: Will Bruder Architect, Ltd./ Will Bruder, Tim Christ, Jack DeBartolo
I11 (project team)

Engineers: Rudow & Berry (structural); Otterbein Engineering (mechanical):
C.A Energy Designs (electrical)

General construction: Bill Byrne

Design: 1994-1995

Construction: 1996-1998
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pp. 34-35: View of the southeast

View of the northwest facade from the
courtyvard. p. 38: View of the gallery
spaces from the entry. All photos on
pp. 34-39 by Bill Timmerman.
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Will Bruder

Townsend Residence
Paradise Valley, Arizona, 19941997

Falbs T—5—
a2t FEB
FPUJFM. NFHEALR-Trl— 1994~1997

A 1970%s ‘taco bell’ pseudo=Spanish tract house on'a spectacular
desert mountainside view lot in Paradise Valley, Arizona is the
setting of this major remodeling scheme. The:owners are a
retired couple and their pets (dogs, cats and birds) ' who enjoy a
very intense and personal collection of contemporary art
(painting, graphics and sculpture), crafts (glass. ceramics and
carved wood), post-war modern “museum” qualily furniture (4
seating elements to date), and books. This design has been
created with the intention of ¢reating a sculpturally dynamic
background for the owners’ collecting avocations and casual
lifestyle.

The new environment starts with the creation of a poetic auto
courtyard and arrival sequence, in a canyon-like space between
the natural mountain face to the road-above and a ‘scroll’
shaped concrete masonry screen wall to themorth. The distant
views are eliminated by the sculptural wall and one’s attention
is focused on the desert garden oasis, which serves as a
forecourt to the residence. On the western edge of the auto
garden a curved translucent fiberglass rolling gate serves as a

=
2

sereen, masking views of the garage while directing the natural

flow of visitors to theé minimal glass entry door.

Inside the structure, a seamlessly stulpted progessional of =
curved wall forms and changing spatial i«'g‘)iun‘}_t:.ﬂ-b}ll}.i"cd in
natural light defines the gallery-like settings and-movement
patterns. With the Hree-flowing’ yel rigorous Seometry of the
plan being complententary Lo the strong {ree forms of the
furnishings collection, all surfaces are of reflective plasters,
translucent and transparent glass. In a plan defined by
pragmatic functional needs, a liquid poetry of glass extends
along the northern arcing edge toeapture city and mountain
views ranging more than-fifty miles on a clear day.

An exterior material palette of acid-elched galvanized metal,
natural aluminum, and stainless steel with sandblasted conerels
block masonry is softened by exlensive deserl xero-scape
plantings.

As completed this project is truly a fluid and flexible living
environment for art appreciation and presentationslt is a spatia
sequence energized by the desert lisht and memorable in its
unique free-form ‘womb-like” organic spaces.
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Credils and Data

Project title: Townsend Residence

Location: Paradise Valley, Arizona, USA

Architeet: Will Bruder Architeet, Ltd./ Will Bruder, Ben Nesbeitt, Rob Gaspard.
Tim Christ, Saskia Harth (project team)

Landscape Architect: Christy Ten Eyck (Bill Faletta, contractor)

Engineers: Rudow & Berry (structural); Otterbein Engineering (mechanical);
C.A.Energy Designs (electrical)

General contractor: Stonecreek Building Company

Clients: Jim and Ann Townsend

Design: 1994-1995

Construction: 1995-1997

pp. 40-41: General view from the
north. Opposite: View of the northwest

facade. p. 44: Night view of the north

side from the deck. All photos on pp.
4047 by Bill Timmerman.
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south elevation
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Lower level plan.” F R P Loft level plan /AR 38105 ifi 4

Opposite: View of the entry iith Legend: 1) Garage, 2) Storage, 3) Cal’s
gallery and dining room in the room. 4) Entry/ Gallery. 5) Dining

partitioning curtain. room, 6, Work space, 7) Cat i
courtvard, 8! Library, Study room, 9! i e E
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