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22
Will Bruder Architects

Sky Arc House
Marin County, California, USA

Area
595 square metres (6,400 square feet)

Project Team

Will Bruder, Ben Nesbeitt, Eric Weber,
Dominique Price, John Puhr, Jeff
Densic, Rob Gaspard, Michael
Crooks, Tom Cheney, Joe Herzog,
Richard Jensen, Katie Jones, Dwayne
Smyth, Troy Strange, Greg Packham

Structural Engineer
Rudow + Berry, Inc

Main Contractor
Van Acker Construction Associates

This house is located on a forested
hillside with dramatic views to the bay
and Mount Tamalpais. The steep
eastern part of the site was chosen for
a new residence for a young family,
while the western part accommodates
a play area and garden, as well as a
recording studio. An open-air stair
links the residence through a tunnel
under the driveway. The simple
volumes, clad in pre-weathered
pewter-grey zinc, recede into the
texture of the landscape, with vertical
standing seams in the cladding. The
glazing is ‘solex green’ for visual
harmony with the landscape, with
operable windows in mahogany, and
in lieu of overhangs, shade is provided
by translucent fibreglass awnings.
The process of arrival begins as the
driveway widens into a forecourt of
ripple-textured concrete. A rhythm of
translucent slots lead to the entryway,
where the warm glow of a resin
lantern-wall indicates the timber entry
door. Children’s bedrooms and a
modest guest suite with bay views are
located on the entry level. A
switchback stair leads down to the
main living level where expansive
panoramas of the bay and mountains
are revealed. Outwardly, the room
expands seamlessly through glass
and sliding partitions to a timber deck
and lawn terrace. From the living
room, the gallery tunnel connects to
the garden stair and then to the
studio. The studio and control room
are shaped by acoustic
considerations, their volumes sized
and tuned for quality of sound,
and built of in-situ concrete to
minimize sound transmission.
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1 Backing onto a
steep hillside, the
house curves with the
topography to
embrace dramatic
views of the forest,

2 Stepping up along
the hill, the verticality

of the facades Is
reinforced by standing
seam zinc cladding,
interrupted with slots
of glazing to take In the
views,

3 The south-east
facade is shaded by

translucent fibreglass
awnings.

4 The music studio
echoes the form of the
house, tucked away to
the west of the house,
and connected to it via
a tunnel that also acts

as a gallery.

5 View of the main
entry where a wall

of resin glows in
walcome,

6 The interior of the
studio Is designed to
maximize the acoustic

22.01
Studio Floor Plan
1:200

1 Recording studio
2 Control room
3 Utility and store

performance of the
space while connect-
Ing the musician with
the landscape outside
with panels of clear
glazing.

4 WC

5 Machine room
6 Entry

7 Garden

22.02 3 Stors area 14 WC 20 Master bathroom

Lower Level Floor 4 Graphics gallery 9 Kitchen 15 Lift 21 Dressing room [
Plan 5 Terrace 10 Living area 16 Passage to forest > /
1:200 6 Garden stair 11 Dining area 17 Dressing room

1 Graphics studio 7 Gallery 12 Deck 18 Master bedroom

2 WC 8 Children's play 13 Laundry 19 Exercise studio

22.03

Section A-A

1:500
1 Recording studio
2 Control room

3 Garden
4 Garden stair
5 Gallery
6 Garage
7 Living area
8 Children’s — - 22,04 6 Gallery below
bedroom J / Site and Upper Level 7 Terrace below
" ” Floor Plan 8 Child's bedroam
1:1000 9 Bathroom
1 Music studio 10 Parking
2 Garden 11 Child's bedroom
3 Garden stair 12 Guest bedroom
4 Guest parking 13 Master suite below
5 Graphics studio 14 Guest bathroom
below 15 Guest bedroom
¥
y
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