LIBRARY BUILDERS
V/ 4 Vﬁ 4




Acknowledgements

We would like to express our appreciation for the enthusiasm shown by all of the contributors and
for their assistance in providing material for this publication.

Photo credits:

All photographs are courtesy of the architects unless stated otherwise: Arup Associates p33;
James Austin p31; Javier Azurmendi pp108, 110, 112, 114, 138, 140-41, 152-54, 219, Jan Roger
Bodin p116; Mario Bettella p7; Michael Brawne p48; Richard Bryant/ARCAID pp200-201; Peter
Cook pp32, 34, 36, 62, 64, 70, 72-74, 202, 204-05, 217, 218 (centre); M Denancé/Dominique
Perrault pp158 (above leit); John Donat pp208, 210-213; J Dow pp 148, 150; Steven Evans p56;
Georges Fessy/Dominique Péerrault pp156, 160 (above right, below), 162-63: Dennis Gilbert
pp58, 60-61, 66, 68, 76, 78-79 Jeff Goldberg/ESTO pp100, 102-03; Bjern Harstad pp118/119;
Craig Hodgetts pp92, 94: Timothy Hursley pp136-37, 165-67. 180-81, 186, 188-89, 192-194,
196-97, 214: Mr Kida pp168, 170; Antti Luutonen ppl144 (below) 146 (below); Peter
Mandelkorn pp184-85; Malcolm Parry p8 (above); Perrault Projets p218 (above), Mandy
Reynolds p171; Irene Rhoden p209 (below); Christian Richters pp38, 40, 42-44, 80, 82-83, 120,
122-26, 128-29,132-33; Timothy Soar pp88, 90; Stuwing/HLTa/s pp104-07; Jyrki Tasa pp144
(above), 146 (above); Jussi Tiainen pp84, 86-87; Bill Timmerman cover, pp48-54, 218 (below);
Tohru Waki pp96, 98-99

0

Illustration credits: .
Henri Labrouste, Bibliothéque Nationale on p8 (below) from Kenneth Frampton, Studies in

Tectonic Culture, courtesy MIT Press; Perrault Projets p218 (above)

Cover: Phoenix Central Library, Phoenix, Arizona, bruder DWL architects
Frontispiece: John J Ross — William C Blakely Law Library, Arizona State University. Tempe,
Arizona, Scogin, Elam and Bray

First published in Great Britain in 1997 by
ACADEMY EDITIONS

An imprint of

ACADEMY GROUP LTD
42 Leinster Gardens, London W2 3AN
Member of the VCH Publishing Group

ISBN: 1 85480 484 1

Copyright © 1997 Academy Edilions.

All rights reserved

No part of this publicalion may be reproduced or transmitted in
any form or by any means, whether by photocopying. recording
or facsimile machine or otherwise whatsoever without written
permission from the publishers.

Distributed to the trade in the United States of America by
NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK, INC
4720 Boston Way, Lanham, Maryland 20706

Printed and bound in ltaly

CONTENTS

Introduction  Michael Brawne 6
The Art of Reading John Olley 10
Whither://Multi-Media.(Cyber).Libraries? Paul Lukez 13
A Tale of Two Libraries Michael Spens 20
Architecture, Memory and Metaphor:

The Ruskin Library Richard MacCormac 26
Library and Architectural Character:

The Character of the Library Merrill Elam 29
PROJECTS

ARUP ASSOCIATES

Forbes Mellon Library, Clare College, Cambridge, UK 32
DE BLACAM AND MEAGHER

Regional Technical College Library, Cork, Ireland 34
ARCHITEKTURBURO BOLLES-WILSON + PARTNER

Munster City Library, Minster, Germany 38
MICHAEL BRAWNE & ASSOCIATES

The National Library of Sri Lanka, Colombo, Sri Lanka 46
BRUDER DWL ARCHITECTS

Phoenix Central Library, Phoenix, Arizona, USA 48
AJ DIAMOND/DONALD SCHMIDT AND COMPANY

Richmond Hill Central Library, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 56
JEREMY DIXON.EDWARD JONES

Darwin College Study Centre, Cambridge, UK 58
EVANS + SHALEV

Quincentenary Library, Jesus College, Cambridge, UK 62
SIR NORMAN FOSTER AND PARTNERS

Cranfield Library, University of Cranfield, Bedfordshire, UK 66
Squire Law Library, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 70
GAPP ARCHITECTS

Sandton Library, Sandton, Gauteng, South Africa 76
PROF GERBER & PARTNER

National and University Library, Goéttingen, Germany 80
HELIN & SIITONEN

Joensuu Library, Joensuu, Finland 84
VAN HEYNINGEN AND HAWARD .

Katharine Stephen Rare Books Room, Newnham College,

Cambridge, UK 88
HODGETTS + FUNG DESIGN ASSOCIATES
Towell Library, University of California,

Los Angeles, California, USA 92
AZUSA KITO
Kansai University Central Library, Osaka, Japan 96
KOETTER, KIM & ASSOCIATES
Harvey S Firestone Library, Princeton University, Princeton,

New Jersey, USA 100
HENNING LARSENS TEGENESTUE t
Gentofte Public Library, Copenhagen, Denmark 104
JOSE IGNACIO LINAZASORO
UNED Library, Madrid, Spain 108
VICTOR LOPEZ COTELO
‘The House of Shells' Library, Salamanca, Spain 112

LUNDE & LOVSETH
Tensberg Public Library, Tensberg, Norway

MECANOO
Almelo Public Library, Almelo, The Netherlands

RICHARD MEIER & PARTNERS
The Hague City Library, The Hague, The Netherlands

MOORE RUBLE YUDELL
Humboldt Library, Berlin, Germany

JUAN NAVARRO BALDEWEG
Puerta de Toledo Library, Madrid, Spain
Woolworth Center Library, Princeton, New Jersey, USA

NURMELA — RAIMORANTA —TASA
Kuhmo Library, Kuhmo, Finland

PATKAU ARCHITECTS
Newton Public Library, Newton, Surrey, British Columbia,
Canada

PEREA, MOSTAZA & VALLHONRAT
Granada Public Library, Granada, Spain

DOMINIQUE PERRAULT
The National Library of France, Paris, France

ANTOINE PREDOCK
Mesa Public Library, Los Alamos, New Mexico, USA

RICHARD ROGERS PARTNERSHIP
Learning Resources Centre, Thames Valley University,
Slough, UK

ALDO ROSSI
University Library, Castellanza, [taly
Seregno Library, Seregno, Italy

MOSHE SAFDIE AND ASSOCIATES
Vancouver Central Public Library, Library Square,
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

SCHWARTZ/SILVER ARCHITECTS

Rotch Library Addition, MIT, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, USA 5

SCOGIN, ELAM AND BRAY ~

Clayton County Headquarters Library, Jonesboro,
Georgia, USA

John J Ross — William C Blakely Law Library, Arizona State
University, Tempe, Arizana, USA

Carol Cobb Turner Branch Library, Morrow, Georgia, USA

JAMES STIRLING MICHAEL WILFORD & ASSOCIATES
Science Library, University of California, Irvine,
California, USA

TIBBALDS MONRO
Croydon Library, ‘The Clocktower', Croydon, Surrey, UK

COLIN ST JOHN WILSON & PARTNERS
The British Library, St Pancras, London, UK

ZIMMER GUNSUL FRASCA
Bellevue Regional Library, Seattle, Washington, USA

Interiors in Detall
Furniture Michael Brawne
Project Information

116

120

126

134

138
142

144

148

152

156

164

168

172
176

178

182

186

190
194

198

202

206

214

216
220


station6
Rectangle


BRUDER DWL ARCHITECTS

PHOENIX CENTRAL LIBRARY

Phoenix, Arizona, USA

Phoenix Central Library is to serve as the
city's public library until 2040 and beyond
The library rises above its site on Central
Avenue as a poetic metaphor of Arizona's
unigue natural beauty; a majestic mesa
transplanted from the landscape of Arizo-
na's Monument Valley. Functionally, it
incorporates both a programme of logical
library planning, and the concept that a
library must have a vision which acknowl!-
edges future change.

The building'’s five floors, in a simple
rectangular configuration, provide 26,000
square metres of flexible space. A simple
orthogonal grid comprised of square ten-
metre bays (based on library stack mod-
ules) creates the matrix of the building. The
fixed services, including fire stairs, service
elevators, mechanical, electrical, plumbing
and lateral structural systems, are con-
tained in two service walls flanking the east

and west, thus completely freeing up the -
central floor area for library-related use.
The library’s internal public spaces are
simply organised around a futuristic
‘crystal canyon' atrium. Set in a stainless-
steel rotunda aboye the atrium, nine
computer-controlled, tracking skylights
animate the space from dawn to dusk.
Three glazed elevators and a grand
sculptural staircase rise from a black,
reflecting pool at the foot of the light well.

The fifth floor is a great public reading
room, in the spirit of the past, which houses
the entire nonfiction collection. Natural
daylight is carefully orchestraled internally
by the steel roof structure which maintains
the building's primary structural grid.

The prevalent external materials of the
library are concrete, copper, stainless steel
and glass. The east and west elevations
are dominated by the heavy corrugated

and flat panelled copper skin of the service
walls. This skin will patina to the colour of
an old penny, with flashes of purple and
gold. Reflecting the changing colours of
the sky, stainless-steel panels set into the
east and west elevations accent the points
of entry. To the north and south the build-
ing’s transparent glazing showcases the
books and the library users inside, empha-
sising the building’s operation in the
community. The entirely glazed south
elevation uses automated solar tracking
devices to minimise heat gain and glare. A
system of 'fabric sails' on the north eleva-
tion eliminates the harsh glare of the
summer sun while optimising views.

The design of the new Central Library
has created an urban environment in the
starkly dramatic deser!t setting, offering its
occupants the illusion, not imitation, of
buildings from the past.
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FROM ABOVE: North-south section through atrium, east-west section through entrance
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