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Desert Living

[ modern luxury for the desert ]

5 6 the economical EPiCUfeans We gave a top chef the ultimate challenge: create a dinner party for 10

people with $50 by shopping only at Food City. He clocked in with less than 50 cents to spare, and the meal was priceless.

[ fashion ]

; O the look forless v hiifour designer resale stores for the best vintage fashion and home goods, and found

amazing deals with style that rival some of today's best.

]

8 O fainted love now that the weather is finally cool, fashion can be. It's time to start layering, adding accessories, and

letting style, not temperature, dictate what we wear. And our model! is loving every minute of it.

[ architecture ]

; q pictl.lre this A new condominium development designed by Will Bruder and developed by O’ Companies is picture

perfect, especially if you're standing in the right spot. DU's editor takes you for a walkthrough with the architect.
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(01) MEZZ0 GESTURES TO THE
STREET WITH VISABLY OPEN
FRONT YARDS, PROTRUDING
SECOND-LEVEL BALTZONIES,
AND THE BUILDING'S OVERALL
ROOFLINE PITCH, WHICH SEEMS
TO "RISE TO THE OCCASION"

'DICTURE
THIS
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i

IF YOU ARE CONCERNED THAT SOME OF THE MODERN MULTI-FAMILY well-articulated architec
home developments in Phoenix are starting to look the same His corn although located a hop-skip from just about
we are too. If you think some of them are built with materials no everything in Phoenix, is surrounded by waiting-for-rehab homes,

better than your average tract home, you're right. And if yvou think s0 he sele
Y g ) g Y

ture had to be the defining characteristic.

ed Will Bruder+Partners t > an inspiring plan.

define a place,
one of the
d designers), but deliver living
inspired m oy architectural form than by square foot
our tour, Bruder's so excited, he doesn’t know

> building homes
es. But as the first
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TH E : k& . . Y - : ! (03) ONLY THREE STORIES HIGH,
NA M : M : ' ] THE MASTER BEDROOMS IN
: - - ' ! MEZZO ENJOY SOME OF THE BEST
A ; / _ VIEWS IN PHOENIX. THE EXTERIOR
I S D E R I V E F R ' | & [ | ' SHADING DEVICE ABOVE MINIMIZES
! 3 = | HEAT TRANSFER WITHOUT
i i g | OBSTRUCTING THE VIEW. (O4) THE
p LAY O N H E I T \ PROTRUDING KITCHEN WINDOWS
: e ' N CATCH SUNLIGHT AND REFLECT
£ . : | ON THE COMMON GROUND AT
WO R D M Z Z CERTAIN TIMES OF DAY, (05) FROM
: : o ; : THE MASTER SHOWER, SMALL
M EAN | N G E - ' : Sl _ WINDOWS PROVIDE VIGNETTES

OF THE SURRCUNDING CITY WHILE
RETAINING PRIVACY.

nething traditionally found in the block of 50 years
( ping mortar. “It's a detail that references the history
of the area,” says Bruder. "Originally used to warm up the cold
> 'B0s, we thought the texture would provide
p to these sharp, new buildings.” He's right.
Most would glance over this minor detail, but it touches a note of
of balance from the moment

"

ommon driveway between them. Bruder

tries to ja 5 thi e by calling it an “auto piazza,” but
marketing jive turns out to be unne ary, ially if you happen
to watch how the simple progression of day’s light chanc

h between these two buildin

much like a James Turrell pi
ground is covered in stabilizec
to reduce the heat island effect.

The justification for Bruder's Italian ta
s this

wedding rec

5d pment in Scottsdale) and the

helps make a daily connection betwe ighbors. And back by

the wall of w d cL steel organic
idents. “Every

homeowner gets a space, but I'd love to see this become a shared

community garden,” says Bruder.

The five units facing 12th Street enjoy small, enclosed front
vards; while the other five units enjoy mews-like spaces between
them. Perspectives were manipulated to provide views between

hbors, but indirectly, so as notto s



RAISING THE VALE

Indeed, altho /i /ery room,
Bruder says, “It's not about the windows at MeZzo; it's about
apertures that give you the power to see the world in a new way.
It's about changing ectives, changir s, and changing

pes.” From outsic wind punched
h the block

of Bruder's strong ionship with the general
struction Zone and O'Neil's unwavering dedication
gn and build in a non-

“We essentially used the first unit as a prototype
> went,” says O'Neill. “Once it met all of our
ations, we replicated that design nine times.” However, to
avoid a cookie-cutte nario, each unit, which measures about
1,525 square feet, is outfitted with different combinations
fini . Floors in the main living -es (kitchen, dining, living) are
either bamboo, black sl or natural limestone. Kitchen cabinets
a k and minimal and finished in natural cherry. Countertoy
are solid white Corian with a half-inch edge.
Even the common details shared by each unit feel custom. The
nd level of ez =e-story home enjoys tall 9-foot-4-inch
{("This height is scaled to the square footage, making
says Bruder), signature angled

'

S : erous but intimate,’
window uts above the kitchen sink, and double-height
windows he length of an entire wall in every bedroom.
n, and to combat the harsh
room window is shieldec panel of
etal - reducing direct light on the

for full view of the sky abo

2se windows though—there are

sill could have buried t i
vide con
as right — they actually
all them a power line piazza.) &

More: Take a tour of Mezzo, units are priced from $395,000.
602.803.5369; mezzophx.com

{06) THIS WALL BETWEEN A STAIRCASE AND THE LIVING ROOM SHOWS THE
LEVEL OF THOUGHT THAT WENT INTO EVERY CORNER: THE OVERALL SHAPE
MIMICS MEZZO'S EXTERIOR SHAPE, AND BY NOT TOUCHING THE CEILING OR
WALL ON LEFT, IT APPEARS TO HOVER IN THE SPACE. (07) THE MODEL UNIT
WAS FURNISHED BY HAUS MODERN LIVING AND FEATURES A KITCHEN TABLE
DESIGNED BY THE ARCHITECT.




