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LIBRARY, JACKSON, WYOMING, USA
ARCHITECT
WILLIAM BRUDER

The cabin-like form of the new county
library recalls Wyoming's rugged
vernacular architecture.

2

Entrance courtyard, landscaped with
boulders and saplings.

3

Timber decks on the south elevation
encourage contact with the outside.
4

Materials and form have a rustic
simplicity, appropriate to the rural
context. '

A new county library in
Wyoming draws on the
rustic, vernacular style of
the regional architecture.

Designed by William Bruder, the
new Teton County Library isa
modern reinterpretation of
Wyoming's vernacular ranch
buildings and the log structures
that still populate the region.
Bruder’s most significant project
to date was the central library in
Phoenix (AR March 1996), an
imposing copper-clad monolith
inspired by the mighty forms of
the south-west American desert
landscape. Here, the programme
is necessarily more modest, yet
Bruder endows an essentially
simple building with humane
inventiveness and a lively
material presence.

The new library eases gently
into a Wild West landscape of
rolling forested hills and snow-
capped mountains. Lying on the
edge of the small town of
Jackson, the site is flanked to the
north by a busy road. The plan is
based on two wedge-shaped
volumes pushed together and
enveloped by a great oversailing
pitched roof, like a big log cabin
or ranch house gable. Clad in
rough-sawn planking, the larger
wedge contains the main public
volume of the library, which is
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site plan
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The great library room, loosely
subdivided by stacks, tables and seating
to create many different kinds of
reading and study spaces.

[

Informal reading area, with the
external deck beyond.
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Children's library, with bold, colourful
signage and child-sized furniture.

Marrow strips of clerestory glazing
illuminate the reading areas.
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Desks for individual study.
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ground floor plan (scale approx 1:1000)

conceived as a great luminous
room facing south over reading
decks, lawns and a courtyard for
children’s story-telling. The
smaller wedge, its walls
rendered a deep, oxblood red,
houses the library’s backstage
facilities, such as librarians’
offices and staffrooms.

Set between the intersection
of the two wedges at the short
east end is an entrance portico,
overlooking a small courtyard
landscaped with saplings and
boulders. The gallery-like foyer
serves as an antechamber to the
main public spaces arranged in
the large wedge. Making one
sculptural space for the various
library functions — general
collection, children’s collection,
Western Americana, periodicals,
reference and computer centre
— generates both functional
flexibility and an agreeable sense
of informality. The changing
height of the big sloping roof
helps to create different kinds of
spaces, from double-height
reading areas illuminated by
strips of clerestory glazing, to
more intimate study tables
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placed around the edges of the
library room. Rugged ‘tree-
trunk’ columns and rough sawn
internal planking combine with
furnishings of cherry, oak and
leather to exude rustic
homeliness and warmth.

This is clearly a building well
suited to its rural community,
butitis also a new civic
landmark that distils bold,
tectonic poetry out of a
utilitarian brief. Bruder’s notion
of American regionalism is
underscored by a romantic
pragmatism that responds
energetically to both users and
context. EFFIE C. MACDONALD
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