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STRUCTURE AS DESIGN

William Bruder

PLATT RESIDENCE

Phoenix, Arizona

In designing this house for a metalworker, architect William Bruder played on the iension between the
3-inch (7.6 cm) -thick masses of desert stone and the full-span, spider-frame roof structure, which
appears to be in a state of flight. The masonry walls are filed with cardboard lettuce-shipping
containers, which are, in tumn, filled with shredded computer prinfouts, achieving a mass

similar fo adobe. A ring of glass separates the walls from the spider-frame of the roof,

which is made from oil-field driling pipe weathered to an evenly rusted patina.

The building is based on a 30- to 60-degree grid that creates a series of
triangular spaces, the largest of which is a living/eating area at the
center of the house. Al each of its three comers, there are smaller
triangular spaces, two of which are sleeping areas and one the

main entry. While the rusty-pipe roof structure follows this

triangular grid, other malerials are used in a way that

counteracts it. The light ponderosa pine roof deck

has a one-directional pattern, which is mirrared

in the pattern of the )4 inch brass joints in the

polished concrete floors.

Glass screens by the entrance door contrast
with rough-hewn lumps of stone.




WARNR P ¢

X
©
]
o
=
£
H
e
o
]
x
=
]
3
&
o
E
]
[
o
L]
T
]
&
E
lo..
]
3
Q

with drawer fronts of stainless steel.




NEW CONSTRUCTION

N
n

STRUCTURE AS DESIGN

Stone walls extend beyond the boundaries of

the house, giving each sleeping area its own
private courtyard.

r

Stainless steel space-conditioning duct pylons

are expressed as sculptural volumes within
the interior.
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