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Riddell Residence

WILL BRUDER ARCHITECTS, LTD.

The 2,500sf bungalow was conceived as a wooden sculpture, a refined, simply
organized pavilion for life, work and leisure on a forested site in Wilson,
Wyoming. The home celebrates the needs of a painter and a photographer, and
their passion for the outdoors.

Planned from the outside-in and the ins ide-out, the long, low house is
approached on a gently winding drive level with the datum of entry to emphasize
the human scale, The simple asymmetrical ridge gable, immediately evident on
arrival at the south elevation, re-interprets local bu ilding forms.

Standard platform framing incorporates glulam beams at the ridge and eaves,
and open web wood trusses as rafters to allow the flexibility of a vaulted ceiling
in the living room. Vertical 1x3 resawn cedar left to weather on the gable end
walls, and streak-stained by a grid pattern of black iron nails, makes a taut
modern skin that has the serenity of a simple Wyoming shed. Polished stainless
steel frame windows set flush with the rhythm of the cedar siding accentuate the
tautness of the exterior and hint of interior refinement.

Invention and detail is everywhere considered, from the ridge cap of the cedar
shingle roof, to the playfully sculptured and placed roof snow cleats, to the metal
knife-edge roof drip and end gable fin-walls. Below the precise edge of the soffit
ling, the walls. of the long elevations have sculptured surfaces of flat-lock seam
zine siding, horizontal cedar siding, and flush-detailed glazed openings.

The interior divides between private and public domains. The compressed entry
gallery of maple paneling runs diagonally until arriving at the common living-
dining-kitchen area where the vertical scale enlarges to a vaulted ceiling, and a
wall of glazing frames the aspen grove beyond.




Black slate and maple strip flooring, custom flush maple cabinets with burnished
stainless steel counters, and translucent fiberglass sliding shoji screens
complement simple off-white gypsum board walls. Maple panel doors conceal
the bedrooms, allowing the owners and guests to understand and use the house
in a variety of modes.

Jury - The project could be considered a pleasing surprise by taking what superficially
seems to be an everyday form and resolving it beautifully with a minimal use of
elegant details, Sitting snugly in the forest, the house is comfortably restrained.
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